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Parish Services __________________________________________  
BIRTHDAY: Merac MacDonald and Peggy Milligan 

Ad multos annos! 
Weekday Services (29th June – 4th July) 

Video Streamed Mass usually at 3pm on Parish Facebook 
Monday  ................................................................................................. Mass in Private 

Morabel Eddie – Birthday Mass 
Tuesday ................................................................................................. Mass in Private 

Janina and Leon Krasuccy RIP 
Wednesday  ........................................................................................... Mass in Private 

Tolek and Ala’s Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Thursday ................................................................................................ Mass in Private 

Elizabeth McDonnell RIP 
Friday St Thomas ................................................................................... Mass in Private 

Helen and Lawrence McGeough, Claire and Anne RIP 
Saturday  ................................................................................................ Mass in Private 

Donald MacDonald RIP – Birthday Anniversary 
Sunday Mass 5th July (14th Sunday in Ordinary Time - A) 
Easter Sunday 12 noon .................................................... Mass in Private 

Birthday Mass for Merac MacDonald and Peggy Milligan 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (only by prior arrangement, in Morar) 
Housebound visits this week ..................................... no visits due to Lockdown 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES/MM: Angus MacDougall 03.07; Liam Brown 27.06; Helen and 
Lawrence McGeough, Claire and Anne RIP; Ewen Angus MacDonald (London) 
29.06.2018; Lawrence Byrne (died 26th June 2020). 
 
  
Eternal rest… 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Stanislaw J. Pamula, Chapel House, Morar, Mallaig. PH40 
4PB. Tel. (01687) 462201 or (01687) 450223 

E-mails for Arisaig Parish:  arisaig@rcdai.org.uk (RCDAI Arisaig Mission, 
Sort Code 83-91-25 Account No. 65626995, Co-operative Bank plc) or  

for Morar Parish morar@rcdai.org.uk  (RCDAI Morar Mission, Sort Code 83-
91-25 Account No. 65628087, Co-operative Bank plc) 

Parish website: www.catholicroughbounds.org 
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/catholicroughbounds 

 

 
RC Diocese Argyll & Isles – Arisaig & Morar Missions:  

Charity Reg. No. SC002876. 

Catholic Rough Bounds 
Parish newsletter 

www.catholicroughbounds.org 
FACEBOOK.COM/CATHOLICROUGHBOUNDS 

 

 

Parish of St. Mary’s, Arisaig & St. Donnan’s, Isle of Eigg 
Parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour & St Cumin’s, Morar 

St. Patrick’s, Mallaig & St. Columba’s, Isle of Canna 
 

 
 

Saints Peter and Paul (A) 28th June 2020 

R) From all my terrors the Lord set me free.  
Alleluia, alleluia! You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church. 
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
RE-OPENING OF OUR CHURCHES: Thank you so much for all those who already 
volunteered and want to help. As the Requirements and cost of adaptation to new Safety 

mailto:arisaig@rcdai.org.uk
mailto:morar@rcdai.org.uk
http://www.catholicroughbounds.org/
http://www.facebook.com/catholicroughbounds
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measures are going to be significant, only St. Mary’s in Arisaig will be designated as a 
Church for Private Prayer. Anne, our Coordinator, has taken up this position and has been 
extremely helpful in making arrangements. We are so lucky to have her! 
 
We will be open on Monday, 29th June between 10am and 3pm by booking only, Due 
to lack of sufficient number of volunteers (You can be a volunteer now if you are over 70. 
You have to be healthy) to open/close the Church daily, you have to call or email in 
advance. Here is some important information regarding re-opening for private prayer: 
 

- Do not visit the Church if you feel sick or have developed any Symptoms of 
COVID-19. 

 
- Face coverings should be worn by all those in the Church whether during 

private prayer or Mass. If no face coverings are available, the mouth and nose 
should be covered by a scarf or other cloth covering. In accordance with Scottish 
Government guidance, the following are not required to wear a face covering in 
the church: children under the age of five years; and those who have a health 
condition where a face covering would be inappropriate because it would cause 
difficulty, pain or severe distress or anxiety, or because you cannot apply a 
covering and wear it in the proper manner safely and consistently. 

 
- CCTV is in operation and will be shared with authorities, if necessary, to allow 

for contact tracing. 
 

- Please use the Sign-in book to log your entry. This will allow contact tracing. 
Please, sanitise the pen with available wipes after you use it. Please, contact us 
immediately if you become sick and have visited the Church recently. 

 
- Use Sanitiser upon entry and exit. My thanks to #HighlandSoapCompany for 

donating us the Sanitiser. 
 

- Please note that there is a one-way system in the Church. Do not cross the 
sealed off areas. Choose your seat and do not change it or wonder around the 
church unnecessarily. 

 
- Funeral Masses may take place in churches, with appropriate stewarding and 

sanitising procedures in place. The number of mourners should be agreed in 
consultation with the parish priest and limited according to government 
guidelines. The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland suggests a maximum of 15 
mourners. Funerals in our Parishes will only be taking place in St. Mary's, Arisaig. 
There will be an option to live-stream Funeral Masses. 

 
Fr Stan 
 

iPADS FOR THE PARISH: I have submitted an application for devices and internet 
connection for our elderly Parishioners. Providing our application is successful, some of 
our elderly and vulnerable will receive an iPad for 1 year, along with 20GB data allowance. 
This will allow them to live-stream services and have access to information. Please, contact 
me if you think you could benefit from the program.  
 
APPEAL FOR HELP: 
As you well know, Coronavirus had a significant effect on our Parishes. Financial impact 
has been significant and despite our fundraising efforts, we continue to struggle. I have 
recently applied to the Highland Council for help by making an application for Small 
Business Grant Scheme. Unfortunately, our application was rejected. I would like to ask 
for your help in changing the criteria for this type of help to include Charities like ours, 
which would minimise the financial effects of the lockdown. Therefore, I would like you 
to write to your Councillors to ask for their support. You can use the template/link below 
and email/post it to our local Councillors (Ward 11): Denis Rixon 
(Denis.Rixson.cllr@highland.gov.uk or 8 Fank Brae, Mallaig, PH41 4RQ), Allan 
Henderson (Allan.Henderson.cllr@highland.gov.uk or The Gantocks, Achintore Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6RN) and Ben Thompson (ben.thompson.cllr@highland.gov.uk or 2 
Erracht, Banavie, Fort William, PH33 7PD). 
Also, as per advice from our Councillors, I have attached a template to Kate Forbes MSP, 
who can be contacted directly from her MSP page 
(https://www.parliament.scot/msps/currentmsps/98640.aspx). 
UPDATE: In the response on behalf of Kate Forbes, we have been advised to speak to our Councillors 
instead. Our appeal has been rejected by the Highland Council. So far, the Parishes have received absolutely 
no financial assistance from the Government due to COVID-19. Please continue lobbying on our behalf. 
PLEASE, IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT AS MANY OF YOU AS POSSIBLE 
WRITE TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT! 
https://rcdai-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/morar_rcdai_org_uk/EYY0qnePQ1hFscw8cJBEipI
B3lE32QLeAIqEBDehEAVVCw?e=pBTY7U 
 
AMAZON SMILE: Are you a shopper on Amazon? You can now support your Parish 
by using smile.amazon.co.uk. Please, remember to use the link below. Half-Percantage of 
each transaction will be returned to our Parish in each quarter as a Charitable Donation. 
There is no price increase for you! Remember, only purchases at smile.amazon.co.uk (not 
amazon.co.uk) support charity. You can find it under SC002876 or RC Diocese of 
Argyll… 
 
You can also use the link below:  
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC
002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj
_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-
K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-
ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-

https://www.parliament.scot/msps/currentmsps/98640.aspx
https://rcdai-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/morar_rcdai_org_uk/EYY0qnePQ1hFscw8cJBEipIB3lE32QLeAIqEBDehEAVVCw?e=pBTY7U
https://rcdai-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/morar_rcdai_org_uk/EYY0qnePQ1hFscw8cJBEipIB3lE32QLeAIqEBDehEAVVCw?e=pBTY7U
https://rcdai-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/morar_rcdai_org_uk/EYY0qnePQ1hFscw8cJBEipIB3lE32QLeAIqEBDehEAVVCw?e=pBTY7U
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
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R&c[0]=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-
yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfV
vGK42il-
zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR
0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU 
 
VOLUNTEERS: A slight change in the previous guidance. We previously understood 
volunteers had to be twixt 18-70 years. We now understand that healthy >70 year olds are 
fine, so no restrictions there. 
 
Please contact Anne (Craighmor) MacDonald (crofters.bovines@gmail.com) if you would 
like to volunteer. You will need to fill in an application form available at: 
https://www.bcos.org.uk/COVID19/tabid/127/Default.aspx  
Please note that there is a different form for current Safeguarding Volunteers and New 
Stewards. 
 
 
New Directory for Catechesis released 
The publication of a Directory for Catechesis is a joyful event in the life of the Church.  
For those dedicated to the immense task of catechesis, it may be seen as a positive 
challenge because it makes them appreciate the dynamic nature of the catechetical 
movement, which has always had a significant presence in the life of the Christian 
community. The Directory for Catechesis is a document of the Holy See and entrusted to 
the entire Church. Much time and work has gone into its preparation, and its publication 
comes after a wide international consultation. Today we are presenting the Italian edition. 
However, translations are ready in Spanish (separate editions for Latin America and Spain), 
Portuguese (separate editions originating in Brazil and Portugal), English (separate editions 
originating in the United States of America and the United Kingdom), French, German 
and Polish. The Directory is directed in first place, to Bishops, the first catechists among 
the People of God because of their primary responsibility for the transmission of the faith 
(ref. n. 114). Responsibility for catechesis also extends to the Bishops’ Conferences with 
their respective Catechetical Commissions, which contribute to the elaboration of a 
hopefully national project aimed at supporting the work of the individual dioceses in this 
field (ref. n. 413).  However, those most directly involved in the use of the Directory, 
remain the priests, the deacons, the consecrated persons, and the millions of male and 
female lay catechists that, with generosity, hard work, and hope, offer daily their ministry 
in their various communities. The dedication, with which they labor, particularly in a time 
of cultural transition like the present, is the tangible sign of how the encounter with the 
Lord can transform a catechist into an authentic evangelizer. 

 

            Today, what we are presenting is essentially the third catechetical Directory since 
the Second Vatican Council.  The first of 1971, the General Catechetical Directory, and 
the second of 1997, the General Directory for Catechesis, have left their mark on these 
last fifty years in the history of catechesis. Not only have these texts had a primary role, 
but they have also been instrumental in helping catechesis to progress, not least by 
renewing its methodology and taking into account pedagogical considerations. The need 
for a new Directory was born of the process of inculturation which characterizes 
catechesis in a particular way and which, especially today, demands a special focus. 
 
            Today the Church is facing a great challenge in the form of digital culture. 
Focusing on a phenomenon that imposes itself as global requires that those who are 
responsible for the formation do not prevaricate.  In contrast with the past, when culture 
was limited to the geographical context, digital culture is entwined with the ongoing 
globalization and even determines its development.  The instruments created in this last 
decade manifest a radical transformation of behaviors that influence above all the 
formation of personal identity and interpersonal relations. The speed of linguistic change, 
and with it, behavioral relations, allows us to glimpse at a new model of communication 
and formation, which inevitably also affects the Church in the complex world of 
education. The various manifestations of the Church’s presence in the vast world of the 
internet is certainly a positive fact, but digital culture goes much further. It goes to the root 
of the anthropological question which is decisive in every formative context and which 
cannot prescind from truth and freedom. The mere posing of this problem requires the 
verification of the adequacy of any formation proposal regardless of its provenance.  For 
the Church, however, this verification is especially necessary in the light of her 
"competence" over humanity and her claim to truth. 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.co.uk%2Fch%2FSC002876%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1EJbrs7thu409dD_x1OqFuMpvtzFpEFFjTkjkyF_5ezwQrj_kWY_6ns_M&h=AT2ox3fk6srUoDXx4luKyDKaL-y-K1ZXG10VFPUpffdgYiwdwZ_gIWSxr805A__y3SBbcccDUu9VVCpO_3oLC-ycfljbFfFHC_yLstVGChzc3A2cmj226-gIKIAh7-VH-xDd&__tn__=H-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0Btoy0xtcxGq0VxpRx-yo7cI87i15VZpl4RV1dn1j7wFxw_5wBaqdroLPjpqGCMyBA0QkOv1qNmoBtlOziGfVvGK42il-zL1gX6_QhxoipM0FW7ZRSAR0Qya7auRtTy0kiSQWKJUojHcSPC_S6p6x2OSzNgSR0bROI8115qB22Lfj6XoFkW7hAxT2IryU
mailto:crofters.bovines@gmail.com
https://www.bcos.org.uk/COVID19/tabid/127/Default.aspx
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            This premise is perhaps, by itself, sufficient to require a new Directory for 
Catechesis.  It is no exaggeration to say that twenty years in the digital age are like a half-
century prior to its onset. Thus the need to have a Directory that would look with 
profound realism on recent cultural developments bearing in mind the requirements of 
catechesis.  It is for this reason that the Directory presents not only the problems inherent 
in digital culture, but also suggests which paths to take so that catechesis becomes a 
proposal capable of being understood and adequate to the requirements of its context. 
 
            There is, however, a more theological and ecclesial reason that has required the 
preparation of this Directory. The highlighting of the synodal dimension cannot make us 
forget the recent Synods in the Church.  In 2005, the Synod on The Eucharist: Source and 
Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church; in 2008, the one on The Word of God in 
the Life and Mission of the Church; in 2015, the one on The Vocation and Mission of the 
Family in the Church and the Contemporary World; and in 2018, the Synod on Young 
People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment. In all of these gatherings, constants 
emerge which touch closely on the theme of evangelization and catechesis as can be 
verified from the documents that have followed them. More specifically, it is proper to 
highlight two complementary events which mark the history of this last decade with regard 
to catechesis: the Synod on The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian 
Faith of 2012, with the consequent Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium of Pope 
Francis, and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, both of which touch directly the competence of the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New Evangelization. 
 
            Evangelization occupies the primary place in the life of the Church and in the 
everyday teaching of Pope Francis. It could not be otherwise. Evangelization is the task 
that the Risen Lord has entrusted his Church in order to be, in the time of every age, the 
faithful announcement of his Gospel. 
 
To ignore this premise would be tantamount to making the Christian community, one of 
just many meritorious associations, strong in its two thousand years of history, but not the 
Church of Christ.  The perspective of Pope Francis, among other things, stands in strong 
continuity with the teaching of Saint Paul VI in Evangelii nuntiandi of 1975.  Both do 
nothing but refer to the wealth arising from Vatican II, which, as regards catechesis, found 
its focal point in the Catechesi tradendae (1979) of Saint John Paul II. 
 
Catechesis, therefore, must be united intimately with the work of evangelization and 
cannot be separated from it. It needs to take on the very characteristics of evangelization, 
without falling into the temptation to become a substitute for it or to want to impose its 
pedagogical premises on evangelization. In this relationship, the primacy belongs to 
evangelization, not to catechesis. This allows us to understand why, in the light of 
Evangelii gaudium, this Directory distinguishes itself in its support of a "kerygmatic 
catechesis". 
 

The heart of catechesis is the announcement of the person of Jesus Christ, who surpasses 
the limits of space and time to present himself to each generation as the good news offered 
to reach the meaning of life. In this perspective, a fundamental characteristic emerges 
which catechesis must make its own: mercy. The kerygma is an announcement of the 
Father's mercy directed at the sinner who is no longer considered as an excluded person, 
but as a privileged guest at the banquet of salvation, which consists in the forgiveness of 
sins. If we wish, it is in this context that the experience of the catechumenate acquires 
force as experience of the forgiveness offered and of the new life of communion with 
God which ensues. 
 
The centrality of the kerygma, however, must be received in a non-temporal qualitative 
sense. It requires, in fact, that it be present in all phases of catechesis and in every 
catechesis.  It is the ‘first announcement’ that is always made because Christ is the one 
thing necessary. Faith is not something obvious to be called upon in moments of need, 
but an act of freedom that engages all of life.  The Directory, therefore, makes its own the 
centrality of the kerygma expressed always in a Trinitarian sense as a commitment of the 
entire Church. Catechesis as expressed by the Directory is characterized by this dimension 
and its repercussions in people’s lives. In this vision, the whole of catechesis acquires a 
particular value that is expressed in the constant deepening of our understanding the 
gospel message. In short, catechesis is meant to lead to the knowledge of that Christian 
love which leads those who have embraced it to become evangelizing disciples. 
 
The Directory unfolds by touching on various themes, which only refer to the underlying 
objective. A first dimension is mystagogy presented through two complementary 
elements: a renewed appraisal of the liturgical signs of Christian initiation, then, the 
progressive maturation of the formation process in which the entire community is 
involved. Mystagogy is a privileged route to follow, but it is not optional in the catechetical 
journey. Its obligatory nature derives from the fact that through it we are inserted more 
and more into the mystery that is believed and celebrated.  It is the awareness of the 
primacy of the mystery that leads catechesis not to isolate the kerygma from its natural 
context. The proclamation of faith is still an announcement of the mystery of God's love 
that becomes human for our salvation. One’s response cannot go beyond accepting the 
mystery of Christ in itself in order to shed light on the mystery of one's personal experience 
(Gaudium et spes, 22). 
 
Another new feature of the Directory is the link between evangelization and the 
catechumenate in its various meanings (ref. n.62). There is urgency in carrying out a 
"pastoral conversion" in order to free catechesis from some chokeholds that prevent its 
effectiveness.  The first such chokehold can be identified in the school model, according 
to which the catechesis of Christian Initiation is undertaken under a school paradigm. The 
catechist replaces the teacher, the school classroom becomes the catechetical room, the 
school calendar is identical to the catechetical one, etc.  A second one is the mentality by 
which catechesis becomes the condition for receiving a particular sacrament of initiation, 
with a consequent void opening up once initiation has ended. A third is the exploitation 
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of a sacrament in the name of pastoral strategy, so that the time frame for confirmation is 
dictated by the need not to lose the small flock of young people remaining in the parish 
rather than by the significance which the sacrament possesses of itself in the economy of 
the Christian life. 
 
Pope Francis has written that ‘Proclaiming Christ means showing that to believe in and to 
follow him is not only something right and true, but also something beautiful, capable of 
filling life with new splendor and profound joy, even in the midst of difficulties.  Every 
expression of true beauty can thus be acknowledged as a path leading to an encounter with 
the Lord Jesus… So a formation in the via pulchritudinis ought to be part of our effort to 
pass on the faith’ (Evangelii gaudium, 167). An innovative approach to catechesis lies in 
the way of beauty, above all by increasing awareness of the great heritage in terms of art, 
literature and music, which each local Church possesses. This is why the Directory has 
placed the way of beauty as one of the ‘sources’ of catechesis (ref. n. 106-109). 
 
A final dimension offered by the Directory can be found in its effort to insert us 
progressively into the mystery of the faith.  This characteristic cannot be delegated to a 
single dimension of the faith or of catechesis.  Theology investigates the revealed mystery 
with the tools of reason.  Liturgy celebrates and evokes the mystery with sacramental life. 
Charity recognizes the mystery of the brother or sister who holds out their hand. 
Catechesis, in the same way, gradually guides us to accept and live the mystery completely 
in our daily existence. The Directory adopts this vision when it asks that catechesis be 
formulated in such a way as to maintain the unity of the mystery while articulating the 
different phases of its expression. The mystery when embraced in its profound reality 
requires silence. A true catechesis will never be tempted to try to say everything about the 
mystery of God.  On the contrary, its task is to guide us to the contemplation of the 
mystery by making of silence its conquest. 
 
The Directory, therefore, presents kerygmatic catechesis not as an abstract theory, but 
rather as an instrument with a strong existential value. This catechesis finds its strength in 
the encounter that allows one to experience the presence of God in the life of each one 
of us. A God who is near, who loves us and who follows the events of our history because 
the Incarnation of the Son engages him directly.  Catechesis ought to involve everyone, 
the catechist and the catechized, in experiencing this presence and in feeling involved in 
the work of mercy. In short, this type of catechesis allows us to discover that before it is 
a moral proposal, faith is really an encounter with a person and that Christianity is not a 
religion of the past, but an event of the present. Such an experience promotes the 
understanding of personal freedom as the fruit of the discovery of the truth which sets us 
free (ref. John 8:31). 
 
A catechesis that gives primacy to the kerygma is the opposite of any imposition, even that 
of a body of evidence which cannot be denied.  The option of faith, in fact, before 
considering the contents to which adhere to through one’s assent, is an act of freedom 
because one discovers that one is loved. In this context, it is good to consider carefully 

what the Directory proposes regarding the importance of the act of faith in its twofold 
articulation (ref. n. 18).  For too long catechesis has focused on making the contents of 
the faith known and on the best pedagogical methods by which to reach this end, omitting 
the most crucial moment which is the act of deciding for faith and the giving of one’s 
assent. 
 
We hope that this new Directory for Catechesis will be of real assistance and support for 
the renewal of catechesis in the one process of evangelization that the Church has not 
tired of carrying out in two thousand years, in order that the world come to meet Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of God made one of us, for our salvation. 
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